	YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
My father's offices are in Century City. I wait around for him in the large, expensively furnished1 reception room and hang out2 with the secretaries, flirting with this really pretty blond one. It  doesn't bother me that my father leaves me waiting there for thirty minutcs while hc's in some meeting and then asks me why I'm late.. I don't really want to go out to lunch today, would rather be at the beach or sleeping or out by the pool,3 blu I'm pretty4 nice and I smile and nod5 a lot and prctend to listen to ali his questions about college6 and I answer them pretty sincerely. [...] It also doesn't really make me" angry that at lunch my father talks to a lot of businessmen, people he deals with' in the film industiy, who stop by our table and that I'm introduced only as "my son" and the businessmen all begin to look the same and I begin to wish that I had brought the rest of the coke.8 My father looks pretty healthy if you don't look at him for top long. Hes completely tan9 and has had a hair transplant in Palm Springs, two weeks ago, and he has pretty much a full head of blondish hair. He also has had his face lifted.10
	YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
l'd gone to see him al Cedars-Sinai when he had it done
and I remember seeing his face covered with bandages
and how he would keep touching them lightly.
"Why  aren't  you  having  the  usuai?"  I   ask,  actually
interested, after we order.
He smiles, showing off the caps.1 "Nutritionist won't allow
it."
"Oh."
"How is your mother?" he asks calmly.
"She's fine."
"Is she really feeling fine?"
"Ycs, she's really feeling fine." I'm temped, for a moment,
to teli him about the Ferrari2 parked in the driveway.
"Are you sure?"
"There's nothing to worry about."
"That's good." He pauses. "Is she stili seeing that Dr.
Crain?"
"Uh-huh."
"That's good."
There's a pause.  Another businessman stops by,  then
leaves.
"Well, Clay, what do you want for Christmas?"
"Nothing," I say after a while.
"Do you want your subscription3 to Variety renewed?"
"It already is."
Another pause.
"Do you need money?"
"No," I teli him, knowing that he'll slip4 me some later on,

	1. furnished; arredata
2. hang out: spent my time
3. pool: swimming-poo]
4. pretty: (sl) rather
5. nod: made quick motions of my head
college: university
	7. deals with: has to do with, makes business with
8. coke: cocaine
9. tan: abbronzatura
10. lifted: operated in order to eliminate age wrinkles
	1. caps: dental appliances on
the front teeth to cover up
irregularities of length or
decay
2. Ferrari: a new car Clay has

	seen in his mother’s driveway, suggesting a new love relationship
3. subscription: abbonamento
4. slip: give secretely


	YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
ouiside Ma Maison maybe, or on the way back to his office.
"You look thin," he says.
"Hmmm."
"It's the drugs," I mumble.1
"I didn't quite hear that."
I look at him and say, "l've gained2 five pounds since I've
been back home."
"Oh," he says, and pours himself a glass of white wine.
Some other business guy3 drops by.4 After he leaves, my
father lums to me and asks. "Do you want to go to Palm
Springs for Christmas?"
It's Christmas morning and I’m high on coke,5 and one of my sisters has given me this pretty expensive leather-bound6 datebook,7 the pages are big and white and the dates elegantly printed on top of them, in gold and silvered lettering.8 I thank her and kiss her and all that and she smiles and pours herself another glass of champagne. [..] My mother watches us, sitting on the edge of the couch9 in the living room, sipping10 champagne. My sisters open their gifts casually, indifferfcnt. My father looks neat and hard and is writing out checks11 for my sisters and me and I wonder why he couldn't have written them out before, but I forget about it and look out the window; at the hot wind blowing through the yard.12 The water in the pool ripples.13 
	YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
Before I leave 1 meet Blair for lunch. She's silling on the tenace of The Old World on Sunsct waiting for me. She's wcaring sunglasses and sipping a glass of white wine she probably got with her fake11.D. [...] She doesn't sec me as 1 come up behind her and kiss her on the check. She smiles and turns around and lowers2 her sunglasses and she smells like wine and lipstick and perfume and I sit down and lcaf through3 the menu. I pul the menu down and watch the cars pass by, starting to think that maybe this is a mistake. "I'm surprised you carne," she says. "Why? I told you I was going lo come." "Yes, you did," she murmurs. "Where have you been?" "1 had an carly lunch with my fallici"." "That must have been nice." I wonder if she's being sarcastic.
"Yeah," 1 say, misure. I light a cigarette. "What else have you been doing?" '"Why?"
"Come on, don't get so pissed off.11 only want to talk." "So talk." I squint5 as smoke from the cigarette floats6 into my eyes.
"Listen." She sips her wine. "Teli me about your week-end."
I sigh,7 actually surprised that I don't remember too much of what happened. "I don't remember. Nothing." "Oh."
I pick up the menu again and then put it down without opening it.


	1. mumble: murmur
2. gained: pul on, acquired
3. guy: American for «Rum»,
«fellow»
4. drops by: siops by
5. I’m high on coke: I'vc had a lot of cocaine, I'm under its effect
6. leather-bound

	 rilegalo in pelle
7. datebook: a book in which
    one keeps note of dates 
8. lettering: letters 
9. couch divano
10. sipping: sorseggiando
11. cecks: assegni

12. yard: cortile

13. ripples: si increspa


	1. fake: false
2. lowers: abbassa
3. leaf |li:f] through: sfoglio
4. pissed off: (sl) angry, enraged

	5. squint: strizzo gli occhi
6. floats: moves slowly and lightly
7. sigh: sospiro


	
YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
"So, you're actually going back to school," she says.
"I guess so. There's nothing here."
"Did you expect to find something?"
"I don't know. I've been here a long time."
Like I've been here Jorever.
I quietly kick my foot against1 the terrace railing2 and
ignore her. It is a mistake. Suddenly she looks at me and
takes off her Wayfarers.
"Clay, did you ever love me?"
I'm studying a billboard3 and say that I didn't hcar what
she said.
"I asked if you ever loved me?"
On the terrace the sun bursts4 into my eyes and for one
blinding5 moment I see myself clearly. I remember the first
time we made love, in the house in Palm Springs, her
body tan and wet, lying against cool, white sheets.
"Don't do this, Blair, " I tell her.
"Just tell me."
I don't say anything.  
"Is it such a hard question to answer?"
I look at her straight on.6
"Yes or no?"
“Why?”
"Damnit,7 Clay," she sighs.
  "Yeah, sure, I guess." 
"Don't lie to me."      
"What in the fuck8 do you want to hear?"
	YOUTHS WlTHOUT A CAUSE
"Just tell me," she says, her voice rising.
"No," I almost shout. "I never did." I almost start to laugh.
She draws in a breath and says, "Thank you. That's all I
wanted to know." She sips her wine.
"Did you ever love me?" I ask her back, though by now I
can't even care.1
She pauses. "I thought about it and yeah, I did once. I
mean I really did. Everything was ali right for a while.2
You were kind." She looks down and then goes on. "But it
was like you wercn't there. Oh shit, this isn't going to
make any sense." She stops.
I look at her, waiting for her to go on, looking up at the
billboard. Disappear Here.
"I don't knòw if any other person I've been with has been
really there, either... but at least they tried."
I finger3 the menu; put my cigarette out.
"You never did. Other people made an effort and you
just... It was just beyond you." She takes another sip of her
wine. "You were never there. I felt sorry for you for a Iittlc
while, but then I found it hard to. You're a beautiful boy,
Clay, but that's about it."
I watch the cars pass by on Sunset.
"It's hard to feci sorry for someone who doesn't care."
"Yeah?" I ask.
"What do you care about? What makes you happy?"
"Nothing. Nothing makes me happy. I like nothing," I tell
her.
"Did you ever care about me, Clay?"
I don't say anything, look back at the menu.
"Did you ever care about me?" she asks again.

	1. kick my foot against:
prendo a calci
2. railing l'reilin]: ringhiera
3. billboard: board for advertising posters
4. bursts: hits violently,
	explodcs
5. blinding: accecante
6. straight on: directiy
7. damnit ['daemit): (sì) al diavolo
in the fuck: (si) diavolo
	1. care: be interested, involved in it
	2. a while: a certain period
3. finger: touch

	"I don't want to care. If I care about things, it'll just be
worse, it'll just be another thing to worry about. It's less painful if I don't care."
"I cared about you for a little while."
I don't say anything.
She takes.off her sunglasses and finally says, "I’ll see you
later, Clay." She gets up.
"Where are you going?" I suddenly don't want to leave
Blair here. I almost want to take her back with me.
"Have to meet someone for lunch."
"But what about us?"
"What about us?" She stands there for a moment, waiting. no   I keep staring at the billboard until it begins to blur1 and
when my vision becomes clearer I watch as Blair's car
glides2 out of the parking lot3 and becomes lost in the
haze4 of traffic on Sunset. The waiter comes over and asks,
"Is everything okay, sir?"   I look up and put on my sunglasses and try to smile.
There was a song I heard when I was in Los Angeles by a locai group. The song was called "Los Angeles" and the words and images were so harsh5 and bitter that the song would reverberate in my mind for days. The images, I later found out, were personal and no one I knew shared6 them. The images I had were of people being driven7 mad by living in the city. Images of parents who were so hungry and unfulfilled8 that they ate their own children.
	

	1. blur: lose the clearness of its contours 
2. glides: moves swiftly/ scivola
3. parking lot: parking area
4.haze: light mist
	5. harsh: hard
6. shared: condivideva
7. driven: made
8. unfulfilled: dissatisfied, disappointed, empty

	


Youths Without a Cause
The text is a short story that many turn out relevant for students since it deals suitle the difficult relationship between parents and children and eventual partners. 
It leads itself to be explaid in a series of learning activities connected to the problem discussed so that it can promote discussion at group or individual level.

The story does not show partucular difficulties as for structures even if some sentences are long some lexical selections samed rather complex and threfore the teacher should provide students with some help.
The short story proves suitable for classwork also for the introduction to the study of liberary texts in a controlled guided way.

Target class: 3rd form of Liceo Scientifico, last part of the 1st term
Features of the class: Students are rather motivated in the discussion of problems linked with their  age and rather cooperative in pair-work and group activities

Previous knowledge: Students show a reasonable command of basic linguistic forms, verb forms included. They are    miliar with reporting activities and short, guided paragraph writing.

They also have been involved inactivities concerning short stories.

Timing: 3 periods of lesson + 1 of testing

Objectives: The Students should be able to:

· show global and detailed comprehension

· comment on features and attitudes of main characters

· select relevant data connected to the taste to be performed

· recognize different attitudes and features of characterization

· favour discussion on definite points connected to problem dealt with
· carry on guided and free writing activities connected to specific situations

· express personal judgements substantiating there with specific references to the text read.

Aims:   -     promotion of discussion and reflection on problems relevant to the students’ age

· offer occasions for improving cooperation in comying out tastes and activities

· motivation improvement for reading and writing activities

· improvement communicative competence
Materials: handants, text, blackboard

Stage 1: Wavening-Up (Motivation)

Activity I: Speaking (Anticipatory questions)
 The teacher writes the title of the short story on the blackboard

YOUTHS WITHOUT a CAUSE (alternative)

And asks them the following questions to raise  motivation for the coming activity.

1) Do your parents work?

2) Do you feel alone without your parents or not?

3) Do you think they take care of you in an appropriate way?

4) What makes you happy?

5) Do you think young people leave got firm values?

6) What do you expect from a text having the title written on the blackboard?

10 minutes

Activity II: Reading (Individual Activity)

The teacher asks students to read the short story from line 1 to line 59:

The activity should be a silentone so that it promotes a fuller degree of concentration.

After that they should carry out the following true/falssse activity
	
	T
	
	F

	- Clay was in a hotel reception
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- He wasn’t disappointed for his father’s delay
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Clay and his father often had lunch together
	
	
	


The teacher asks students if they Know the weaving of the word “cause”. If they don’t she/he asks them so go and look  up  in the dictionary to find out the meaning that makes a better sense in the title
	
	T
	
	F

	- Clay likes the way his father  introduces him to his callegues
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Clay’s father looks smart
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Clay wants a ferrari for Christmas
	
	
	


The activity has the aim’ to clacck global comrehension.  (Analysis) 
15 minutes

STAGE  TWO: PRACTICE

Activity III: Reading/Writing

      Pair – work

After cheking global understanding the teacher  asks Students to complete the following chart and disens it in ‘pars to later write a short paragraph summarizing the results of the note-taking activity
	Clay
	Likes and Interests
	Dislikes

	
	· be or the beach

· flirbing with secretaries sleep

· be at

· the pool
	· doesn’t like going out for lunch

· to be introduced as only his son

	
	
	· business men start to get boring


(The paragraph should include information about Clay’s lack of interest in what he is doing and his visible varietes) 
15 minutes
After calling two or three pairs of students to report to the class the results of their activities the teacher will go on with a further task. Hate taking
Activity IV: Reading/Individual Act.

The activity has the Aim to create occasions for the Students to reach a more detailed level of comprehension about the features of the two different characters of the section they have been asked to read.
The teacher asks students to make a list of notes about the characters referring to all the expressions or phrases present in the text so that          collect relevant data about the two characters
	FATHER
	CLAY

	· he is in some meeting

· asks Clay why he’s late

· talks to lots of businessmen

· introduces Clay as “my son”

· looks pretty healthy

· he’s A..

· had a hair transplant

· had his face lifted
	· flirting secretaries

· doesn’t bother is father’s late

· doesn’t like going to lunch

· would like to be at the

· he’s nice and smiles

· listen to questions about college

· is not angry if father talks to businessmen

· wishes he had taken the rest of the coke

· answers to father’s questions

· went to see his father

· has gained 5 pounds

· 


10 minutes

Activity Five: Speaking / reading

                       Group work
The teacher asks students to work in group and compare the results of their wase-taking  activity to be able to answer the following questions at home after the group discussion.

a) How does Clay feel?
b) What is his father mainly interested in?

c) Make lypotesis about the kind of relationship father and  ... seem to have.

(end of 1st period)

HOMEWORK: Students answer the previous questions at home

Activity VI: Reading / Writing / Speaking

                         GROUP WORK
The teacher asks some students to read the answers to the questions given as a homework and then asks them to complete the following chart in group of 4.

	WHO
	SPEAKS
	TO WHOM
	ABOUT WHAT
	WHY

	Clay
	flirts
	with secretaries
	
	he likes it

	"
	answers
	his father’s questions
	college
	not to be rude

	"
	answers
	his father’s questions
	lunch
	"

	"
	answers
	his father’s questions
	mother
	"

	................
	............
	................................
	...........
	............

	................
	............
	................................
	...........
	............

	
	
	
	
	

	Father
	asks
	Clay
	college
	to play

	"
	talks
	businessmen
	Work/job
	the father for money reasons

	"
	tells
	Clay
	Nutritionist
	vanity

	................
	............
	................................
	...........
	............

	................
	............
	................................
	...........
	............


The activity has the aim to promote a further level of comprehension and put the quality of the son/father relationship into a better focus.

After gathering data students should decide what kind of relation it seems to be selecting from the following  adjectives and be able to justify their choises when they will be asked to report the results negotianed to the class
	· detached
	· formal
	· superficial

	· conventional
	· polise
	· passionate

	· caring
	· void
	· involving


15 minutes
After checking students answer the teacher will go on drawing the students attention on a further aspect of the short story.

Activity VII: Reading / Writing / Speaking

                      Individual Activity

Students are asked to gather data about the setting and take notes to be able to relate to the class about the life-style suggested by such data referring to the questions below 

15 minutes

LIFE STYLE

PLACES

Office

Century City

Beach

By the pool

At lunch

Table

Palm Springs

Cedars-Sinai

Fenari parked

Variety

Ma Marison

Glass of white wine

Christmas

· What social class do the characters belong to?
· What places do they seem to like?
· What values do they approciate/seem to approciate?

· What rituals do they seem to priviledge?

· Is your life style similar or different

· What feelings does their life provoke in you?

Activity VIII: Reading / Writing 

After listening to students ‘answers (he/she calls 2/3 students) the teacher asks students to guess what may happen next.

She/he listens to 2/3 responses and later asks sudents to read a further section of the short story silently (ll. 60-72) and as a while – reading activity , he/she asks students to complete the following headings.

Time of the year: .................................

People in the room: .............................

Clay’s presents: ..................................

Clay’s mother’s actionis: ....................

Clay’s father’s actionis: ....................

Clay’s feelings: ..................................
15 minutes
The activity has the aim to check global understanding anf focus students attention on the atmosphere and Aggical  rituals connected to Christmas in clay’s family.
Activity VI:  Speaking

                     GROUP WORK
The teacher checks global understanding and, after that, promotes group discussion writing the following questions on the board. She/He asks students to discuss the following points in group and feel ready to report to the class the results after  10 minutes

· stores general atmosphere

· characters’ attitude/s / behaviour

· status symbols

· sense of belonging

At the end of the activity the teacher asks one student per grauf to rreport the group considerations to the class and as a 
HOMEWORK ACTIVITY  asks Students to write a paragraph on their own following the points given to the previous activity. 
15 minutes

end of the 2nd period
The first minutes of the lesson will include listening to some of the students’homework and, after that the teacher will go on with next activity.

Activity X: Speaking

The teacher will promote a short motivation please ....     to the individual activity of reading a further section of the text (ll. 175)

	73 - 175
	· What do you expect Clay to do?
· What do you think he does?

· How do you expect the story to end?


Students could respond to prompts and the teachers listens to and moves on
5 minutes

Activity XI: Reading / Writing
Students should read the next section and complete the following TRUE/False activity that has the aim to check global comprehension.

	
	T
	
	F

	- Clay meets blair for dinner
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- They meet at a pub
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- The couple are very involved
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Clay is listening to Blair carefully
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Clay leaves Blair
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	- Blair is in love with Clay
	
	
	


10 minutes
After checking global comprehension the teacher favours a more detailed level of comprehension of the section with the following activity

The teacher asks students to go through the dialogue between Blair and Clay and consider:

· topic of conversation

· use of formal or informal register

· different attitudes and behaviours

· atmosphere

To .... students put into better focus their reflection the teacher provides them with the following ADJECTIVE BOX  to which they can refer to during the discussion and the further activity

	ANGRY SAD DISAPPOINTED LOVING CARING RUDE INDIFFERENT EXCITED ABSENT  - MINDED THOGHTFUL SOLICITOUS CARING PASSIONATE ATTENTINVE SELFCONFIDENT DETACHED NERVOUS INSINCERE INSECURE PITYING


10 minutes

Activity XIII: Speaking / Writing: Indind Activity
The teacher asks students to write a paragraph taking into consideration the previous points, exploiting adjectives from the adjective box and providing examples from the text. To support students he/she provides the initial part:

Blair is a passionate girl. She is interested in clay and wants to know about his love (“Clay did you ever love me”) .........

15 minutes
HOMEWORK: The teacher ask students to go and find out about the end of the short story. She/he asks Students to read the last part individually and think about the last sentence of the story and make hypothesis about its meaning in relation to the wholestory.
3rd period
STAGE THREE: PRODUCTION
(Synthesis – Testing)

After listening to the students’ hypothesis about the possible relation of the last sentence of the short story to the whole text, the teacher will go on with the last stage of the Unit: the one of testing Students’ability

Activity I: Reading / Writing
Students will have in the text referring to the word box the short story well describes a situation where the relationship between father and son is rather superficial. Clay a youngman, is enable to really communicate with his father. He prefers flirting with secretaries and having cocaine.
He leads a snobbishlife. Like his father, he is attracted by external values. He likes the beach, the sun and considers the autward physical appearance one the most relevant things.

When he comes into contact with his father he pretends he is interested in what he says even if he thinks of the rest of the drugs he could have had. He does not ask his father for money because he knows his father will give him some all the same. He seems to take nothing seriously, except for material values and trendy wave. Therelationship with his parents is mainly connected with comforts, money and facilities. There is a void, a lock in real communication and Clay is not even able to have a working relationship with blair his partner. She sounds a bit different and would like to know, if Clay loves lies or not but he doesn’t answer her questions and looks around. The atmosphere is tense even if they meet in a snob, posh place. There does not seem to be a substantial difference between Clay’s behaviour with hes father and Blair. In both cases he is not ready to answer their questions; he prefers to stay in the back, well protected by those apparent values that are not really meaningful. Trendy places, money, cocain and insencere attitudes have replaced true dialogue and deep communication.
20 minutes

WORD BOX

	Story, situation, relationship, son, superficial, Clay, man, communicate, flirting, cocaine, snobbish, father, values, beach, appearance, his, pretend, he, drugs, for, knows, give, nothing, material, trendy, comforts, communication, relationship, partner, differrent, know, loves, atmosphere, meet, difference, Clay’s, father, both, answer, prefers, apparent, meaningful, attitudes, deef.


Activity II: Writing
The teacher will ask students to produce a personal paragraph about the short story considering it as a whole and taking into Consideration the following points:

· problemdiscussed

· personal judgement about Clay’s behaviour Aawards father

· father’s behaviour Aawardsson

· set of values both of father and Clay

· Clay’s relationship to Blair

· atmosphere

· feed-back on the story

Time 30 minutes

Evaluation

As for evaluation the following scaling will be taken into consideration as far as:

	- cloze
	1. selection of most suitable/consistent lexical item among the different options given

	· paragraph writing

	1. consistency of answers/information with points given
2. ability in expressing judgments on the basis of textual clues’references

3. suitable use of language forms and vocabulary

4. personal evaluation of problems discussed


